
The Untold Story of Britannia Guile: The
Dawlish Chronicles January-August 1877
When it comes to historical fiction, few authors can captivate readers like
Antoine Vanner. With his gripping series, The Dawlish Chronicles, Vanner
takes us on an exhilarating journey through the 19th century, where naval
adventures, political intrigue, and the search for justice intertwine. In this
article, we will delve into one of the most fascinating books in the series,
Britannia Guile, covering the events from January to August 1877.

A Tale of Courage and Intrigue

Britannia Guile is a masterpiece that seamlessly blends history and fiction,
painting a vivid picture of the tumultuous times in which it is set. The story
picks up with Nicholas Dawlish, a talented naval officer who finds himself
facing a series of challenges and perils.

Set against the backdrop of the Russo-Turkish War, Britannia Guile takes
us to the heart of the action. Dawlish is appointed to the HMS Leonidas, a
powerful ironclad ship embarking on a mission to the Black Sea, where he
must navigate dangerous waters, espionage, and conflicts between rival
powers.
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Vanner's attention to detail shines through in his meticulously researched
writings. The reader is transported to the 19th-century maritime world,
experiencing firsthand the sights, sounds, and dangers of naval warfare.
The vivid descriptions of battles, betrayals, and personal relationships keep
the readers on the edge of their seats, eager to uncover what fate has in
store for our protagonist.

A Multitude of Characters

One of the highlights of Britannia Guile is the rich tapestry of characters
that Vanner has created. From fearless naval officers to crafty spies and
strong-willed women, the cast is diverse and captivating.

Nicholas Dawlish takes center stage as a compelling and complex
protagonist. His determination, loyalty, and courage in the face of
seemingly insurmountable odds make him a character readers can't help
but root for. As he faces personal and professional challenges, Dawlish's
development throughout the story keeps us engaged and invested in his
journey.

Supporting characters, such as Kyra, a bold Greek insurgent, and Lord
Vallance, a cunning politician, add depth and intrigue to the narrative. Their
interactions with Dawlish bring to life the intricate web of relationships that
exist in a world driven by power and ambition.
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An Adventure Worth Remembering

As readers traverse the pages of Britannia Guile, they embark on an
unforgettable adventure that not only entertains but also educates. Vanner
provides a fascinating glimpse into the geopolitical dynamics of the time,
shedding light on the Russo-Turkish conflict and the power struggles
between nations.

The author's ability to seamlessly weave historical events into the narrative
is commendable. From the Battle of Kars to the secret negotiations
between rival nations, Vanner's attention to historical accuracy adds a layer
of authenticity to the story, making Britannia Guile an ideal choice for
history enthusiasts.

The Dawlish Chronicles: A Series to Treasure

It is impossible to discuss Britannia Guile without mentioning The Dawlish
Chronicles as a whole. Vanner's series has garnered a dedicated following,
and for good reason. Each book in the series offers a gripping tale of
adventure and intrigue, showcasing Vanner's skill as a storyteller.

Spanning multiple continents, decades, and conflicts, The Dawlish
Chronicles immerses readers in an era where battles were fought at sea
and behind closed doors. Vanner's ability to craft intricate storylines while
keeping historical accuracy intact is a testament to his talent and dedication
as an author.

Britannia Guile is a captivating tale that showcases Antoine Vanner's
brilliance as a writer. Through its vivid characters, compelling plotline, and
historical accuracy, the book offers a thrilling escape into the past, leaving
readers eagerly anticipating the next installment in The Dawlish Chronicles



series. So, grab a copy, set sail, and get ready for an unforgettable journey
through the pages of Britannia Guile.
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1877: Lieutenant Nicholas Dawlish is hungry for promotion. He has chosen
service on the Royal Navy’s hazardous Anti-Slavery patrol off East Africa
for the opportunities it brings to make his name. But a shipment of slaves
has slipped through his fingers and now his reputation, and his chance of
promotion, are at risk. He’ll stop at nothing to save them, even if the means
are illegal . . .

But greater events are underway in Europe. The Russian and Ottoman
Empires are drifting ever closer to a war that could draw in other great
powers. And Britain cannot stand aside – a Russian victory would spell
disaster for her strategic links to India.

The Royal Navy is preparing for a war that might never take place. Dozens
of young officers, all as qualified as Dawlish, are hoping for their own
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commands. He’s just one of many . . . and he lacks the advantages of
patronage or family influence.
But only a handful of powerful men know how unexpectedly vulnerable
Britain will be if war comes. Pre-emptive action is necessary to neutralise it.
Could this offer Dawlish his chance to advance?

Far from civilisation, dependent on a new and as yet unproven weapon,
he’ll face a clever and ruthless enemy in unforeseeable and appalling
circumstances.

Only stubborn resolution – and unlikely allies -- can bring him through. But
at what price?

This volume in the Dawlish Chronicles series, Britannia’s Guile, is set
directly ahead of the action in Britannia’s Wolf. It tells how Nicholas Dawlish
came to meet several people who will have a massive impact on his future
career. And they may not all be as they seem . . .

Why The Dawlish Chronicles Series?

“I’ve enjoyed historical naval fiction since I was introduced to C.S.
Forester’s Hornblower books when I was a boy,” says author Antoine
Vanner. “I’ve never tired since of stories of action and adventure by land
and by sea. The Napoleonic era has however come to dominate the war
and military fiction genre but the century that followed it was one no less
exciting, an added attraction being the arrival and adoption of so much new
technology. I’ve therefore chosen the late 19th Century – a time of massive
political, social, economic, scientific and technological change – as the
setting for the Dawlish Chronicles. My novels have as their settings actual



events of the international power-games of the period and real-life
personalities usually play significant roles. Britannia’s Guile is no exception.
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