The Eyes of Asia: Unveiling Shakespeare's
Connection

William Shakespeare, the renowned English poet, playwright, and actor, is
widely regarded as one of the greatest writers in the English language. His
plays continue to captivate audiences around the globe, transcending time
and cultural barriers. While his works primarily revolve around Europe, it is
fascinating to explore the connection between Shakespeare and Asia, as
his literature holds hidden references and influences from the East.

The Enigma of Shakespeare's Eyes

Shakespeare's works often delve into universal themes and appeal to a
wide range of audiences, but upon closer examination, some aspects
reveal an intriguing connection to Asia. One particular aspect that stands
out is the recurring motif of eyes in his plays, which holds symbolic
significance in Asian literature and culture.

Throughout Shakespeare's plays, numerous characters and scenes
emphasize the power and depth of the eyes. Think of Othello, whose
jealousy is fueled by the belief in the deceit he perceives through the eyes
of his wife. Or Lady Macbeth, whose guilt-ridden eyes become the visual
representation of her troubled conscience. These instances not only
highlight the importance of eyes in communicating emotions but also
suggest a deeper contemplation of the Asian philosophy that considers
eyes as the windows to one’s soul.
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The Symbolism of Eyes in Asian Culture

In many Asian cultures, the eyes hold great significance beyond their mere
physiological function. In ancient Chinese and Japanese texis, references
to the eyes are often associated with concepts like perception,
enlightenment, and inner self. This mirroring of themes can be seen in
Shakespeare's work, suggesting a profound influence from Asian
philosophies.

One of the most well-known references to eyes in Shakespeare's plays is
found in "King Lear." As the character Gloucester is blinded, his physical
loss of vision reflects his newfound understanding and wisdom. Similarly,
Asian literature often portrays blindness as a means of spiritual awakening
or as a metaphor for inner enlightenment.

Asian Themes Explored in Shakespeare's Plays

Shakespeare's works also incorporate themes that align with Asian
cultures, further indicating his connection to the East. Take, for instance,
the concept of honor prevalent in his tragedies such as "Romeo and Juliet"
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or "Hamlet." This emphasis on personal honor, loyalty, and duty echoes the
Confucian ideals deeply ingrained in Eastern societies.

The exploration of fate and destiny in Shakespeare's plays, as seen in
"Macbeth" or "Romeo and Juliet," resonates with the Asian belief in the
interconnectedness of life and the existence of cosmic forces shaping one's
path.

Moreover, Shakespeare's portrayal of strong women who challenge
societal norms can be linked to the independent and influential women
often found in Asian literature. Characters like Lady Macbeth and Portia
embody strength, wit, and ambition, traits commonly associated with
female figures in Asian literature.

Uncovering Shakespeare's Asian Influences

Although Shakespeare's works are deeply rooted in European history and
culture, his fascination with the East is evident. The influence of Asian
philosophies, symbolism, and themes weaves a subtle yet undeniable
connection throughout his plays.

While it is difficult to ascertain how Shakespeare specifically came into
contact with Asian influences, one possibility could be through the trading
connections between England and Asian countries like China or Japan
during his time. The exchange of ideas, artifacts, and literature offered
ample opportunity for cross-cultural inspirations.

Appreciating the Global Impact of Shakespeare

Shakespeare's ability to incorporate diverse cultural elements and create
narratives that resonate universally is a testament to his genius. His works



have inspired countless adaptations, translations, and performances across
the globe.

Understanding the subtle Asian influences only adds depth and richness to
the already profound legacy of Shakespeare. It showcases the widespread
impact of his works and highlights his role as a bridge between different
cultures, eras, and traditions.

The Legacy Lives On

As we continue to explore and dissect Shakespeare's plays, it is vital to
appreciate the multicultural influences that shaped his literary
masterpieces. The eyes of Asia, metaphorically speaking, have helped
illuminate hidden dimensions within Shakespeare's works and further
solidify his status as a global icon.

So, the next time you delve into Shakespeare's plays, pay attention to the
eyes—those windows to the soul that hold connections to the diverse and
profound cultures of Asia.
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